[Ultrastructural study of duck hepatitis B virus in biliary epithelial cells of duck liver].
Liver specimens from Shanghai Ma ducks infected with duck hepatitis B virus (DHBV) were examined by immunohistochemical technique and electron microscopy. The results showed that DHBV and DHBV antigen were found not only in the hepatocytes but also in the biliary epithelial cells of infected ducks. Electron microscopy also revealed that incomplete spherical particles, 40-50 nm in diameter, were present in the dilated cisternae of rough endoplasmic reticulum (RER), and complete spherical virions, 55-65 nm in diameter, existed in the cytoplasmic vesicles and cytoplasm in small amounts. The results of the present study seem to confirm the possibility of infection and replication of DHBV not only in the liver cells but also in the biliary epithelial cells of ducks.